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EDITOR’S PREFACE

Disabilities break into life in various forms: as the product of 
genetic misalignments in the womb, as the result of tragic and 
regrettable accidents, as the byproducts of infectious disease, 
and from the degenerative e)ects of old age. %ey a)ect joints, 
bones, nervous systems, lungs, hearts, and brains. And even in 
the United States—a country that leads the world in medical 
innovation and technology—roughly 20% of its citizens live 
with a disability.
 No church is immune, so every church leader must be pre-
pared. Disability raises some of the most fundamental ques-
tions about the goodness and sovereignty of God a pastor will 
ever face. And o,en these questions are raised by people experi-
encing signi-cant su)ering.
 Does God have a good design in my disability? 
 To this hard question God is not silent. But for us to hear 
from him requires that we submit our hearts to his word to 
learn from him. And that is the aim of this collection of ser-
mons and interviews from the ministry of John Piper.
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 %is short ebook opens with the story of Jesus healing the 
blind man in John 9.  It is a story relevant for those who have 
been healed. And it is equally valuable for those who will not 
be healed of their disability in this lifetime. John 9 is founda-
tional for the rest of the ebook.
 %e two chapters that follow are unedited sermon manu-
scripts from the preaching ministry of John Piper. In the -rst, 

“Why Was %is Child Born Blind?,” Pastor John makes the im-
portant distinction between the cause and purpose of disability. 
Like the disciples, we are too easily absorbed with questions of 
what causes disability and less focused on the purposes of God in 
the disability, and this fundamental /aw distracts us from God’s 
ultimate, sovereign, and good design. Ultimately all disabilities 
exist to point us to Christ, who willingly su)ered so that one day 
all the su)ering related to disability will be erased from the joints 
and cells and brains of God’s children.
 In the second sermon, “%e Works of God and the Worship 
of Jesus,” Pastor John explains how God is at the bottom of ev-
erything—including every disability. God has a good purpose 
behind the su)ering, and his good purpose is intended to in/u-
ence more than the one who is disabled.
 So how does this biblical truth land on those who are direct-
ly a)ected by disability? It was during the preaching of the fol-
lowing two sermons in 2011 that Piper interviewed John Knight. 
Knight is the father of Paul, a teenage son who was born blind 
and remains blind to this day (which is just one of his many 
other physical and cognitive struggles). Knight candidly walks 
through his story, the devastation he and his wife experienced, 
their anger towards God, the time they le, their church, the pa-
tient care of that local church, and ultimately how they discov-
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ered God’s good design in the life of their son. %e interview is 
a precious glimpse into the poignancy of God’s promises in the 
Knight family. %e interview has been transcribed and edited 
for readability, and is published here as chapter 4.
 %e ebook concludes with two more sermons. %e -rst, 

“Born Blind for the Glory of God,” is a sermon Piper preached 
in 2010 on John 9. He revisits the fact that the sovereign God 
of the universe is sovereign over every disability, and has a good 
design for every one of his children. %us, he concludes, abor-
tion for any supposed genetic defect is simply wrong and con-
trary to Scripture and to God’s design.
 Finally, the ebook closes with a sermon from 2009 on John 
5:1–18. %is is the story of an invalid whose physical health was 
restored. He was one man, chosen from a large gathering of 
disabled men and women who were blind, lame, and paralyzed. 
In this sermon Piper notes the compassion of Jesus, but also 
notes that Jesus chose to heal only one man. We do not yet 
live in the age of physical healing, he argues from the text, and 
most of those living with disabilities in the church will live 
unhealed. And God has a good design in that, too.
 %is ebook is designed for pastors who will be called on 
to minister God’s Word to God’s people at decisive points in 
their lives. %e question is not if disabilities will surface in our 
church, the question is how you will respond when they do? At 
that decisive moment, what will you say?
 —Tony Reinke
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1JOHN 9:1–38 

1As he [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And 
his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not 
that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God 
might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him 
who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can 
work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
6Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made 
mud with the saliva. %en he anointed the man’s eyes with the 
mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 
means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 
 8%e neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beg-
gar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 
9Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He 
kept saying, “I am the man.” 10So they said to him, “%en how 
were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “%e man called Jesus 
made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam 
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and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12%ey 
said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 13%ey brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly 
been blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the 
mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him 
how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put 
mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Phari-
sees said, “%is man is not from God, for he does not keep the 
Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do 
such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17So they 
said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since 
he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 18%e Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had 
received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who 
had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who 
you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His par-
ents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was 
born blind. 21But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we 
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak 
for himself.” 22(His parents said these things because they 
feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone 
should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the 
synagogue.) 23%erefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 24So for the second time they called the man who had been 
blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this 
man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do 
not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now 
I see.” 26%ey said to him, “What did he do to you? How did 
he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you al-
ready, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
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again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28And they 
reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples 
of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for 
this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30%e man 
answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know 
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know 
that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper 
of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32Never since the 
world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of 
a man born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could 
do nothing.” 34%ey answered him, “You were born in utter sin, 
and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 
 35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found 
him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He an-
swered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus 
said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to 
you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 


